Bible Study Tools 8

Compare and contrast

This skill is part of reading the Bible in context. Too often, especially with neat, self-contained
stories, we lift them out of their context and don’t consider what the writer has put around
them. This isn’t necessarily wrong — many of the parables, for example, do have things to teach
us in their own right. But sometimes when we look at the stories surrounding them, we get a
fuller picture of what Jesus was teaching.

On my blog I looked at what we can learn by comparing Jesus’ encounters with Nicodemus and
the woman at the well in John 3 and 4. Here we’re going to look at a selection of miracles from
the beginning of Elisha’s ministry. I've filled in part of the table to get you started.

2 Kings 4:1-7 2 Kings 4:8-17 2 Kings 5:1-14

Who suggested/ .
. . The sl 1
requested the The widow Elisha e slave girl and
. Naaman
miracle?
What were the Female, widow,
characteristics of unnamed, had sons,
the recipient? but poor/in debt

Widow of one of the
Jew or gentile? prophets in Israel, so
most likely Jewish

Was the miracle

. Yes
meeting a felt need?

What did the

. ; Oil
miracle involve?

Oil often represents
Does the miracle the Holy Spirit and/or

remind you of anointing.
anything else in Also, Elijah and the
scripture? widow of Zarephath

(1 Kings 17:8-16)

What could we say
about the faith of
the recipient?

It was tested by how
many jars she brought

He gave abundantly -
enough to meet her
immediate need and
more.

What do we learn
about God through
this miracle?

Anything else?
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What do you notice when looking at these three stories together, that you might not see if you
looked at them individually?

Why do you think the author, inspired by God, chose these incidents from Elisha’s ministry to
group together at the beginning of his life?

If you have time, add in some of the accounts relayed in the following passages, and compare
those miracles with the ones above, too:

e 2Kings 3:4-27
e 2Kings 4:19-37
e 2Kings 4:39-41

e 2Kings 4:42-44

Notice the range of miracles, recipients, reactions (if given), and aspects of God’s character
revealed.

Or compare 1 Kings 17:8-24 with 2 Kings 4:1-37 - they are not close to each other in time or in
biblical placing, but there are some striking similarities between the miracles performed by
Elijah and those of Elisha.

Why did God give Elisha such similar experiences?

I find this kind of thing really exciting and interesting. It transforms a string of apparently
random stories into something rich and wonderful. I hope you find it as inspiring and faith-
building as I do!

jenniepollock.com



https://jenniepollock.com/

