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The Author’s Purpose Tool – why was it written in 

the first place? 

The Context Tool – what else is going on in the 

chapter/the book/the world? 

The Structure Tool – how is it organised? 

The Linking Words Tool – ‘so that’, ‘because’, 

‘therefore’ etc 

The Parallels Tool – has anything like this been said 

elsewhere in the Bible? 

The Narrator’s Comment Tool – does the Bible tell 

us how to understand this? 

The Vocabulary Tool – what does this word mean? 

The Translations Tool – do other versions translate 

it differently? 

The Tone and Feel Tool – how are we meant to feel? 

The Repetition Tool – “I’ll say it again…” 

The Quotation/Allusion Tool – does it point back 

to anything else in the Bible? 

The Genre Tool – is it poetry, history, a letter…? 

The Bible Timeline Tool – where are we in the big 

story? 

The ‘Who Am I?’ Tool – am I represented in this 

passage? Is Jesus? 

The ‘So What?’ Tool – application. 
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